In Memoriam: Richard “Dick” Tensen

by Vic Bozzuffi

A gentle man, a great teacher, a loving father, husband and grandfather. These attributes best
describe Dick Tensen, a long -time Habitat volunteer and Construction Committee member
who passed away on July 7 after a short but courageous bout with cancer.
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For many years, Dick Tensen (right, in photo above) was a regular at our Habitat work sites on Saturdays. He was also
always willing and ready to help with other chapter events when needed.

As a former machinist and amateur
woodworker Dick not only brought
his creative expertise to our
organization but he was engaged
with a total commitment to help
carry out the Habitat mandate

to build affordable housing.
Whether it was sharpening drill
bits and chisels for use on the
work-site, pricing and procuring
needed materials and supplies,
hauling away building debris or
guiding construction volunteers on
Saturdays, Dick was instrumental
in assuring that our work activities
progressed safely and efficiently.
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His final days, in spite of his pain,
were without complaint. Instead
they were spent, when possible,
in making preparations for the
welfare and care of his beloved
wife, Charlotte, whose health is
now failing.

We shall remember Dick Tensen
not only for his easy smile, his
concern and dedication to our
cause, but also for the exemplary
and unselfish way he lived, caring
for the welfare of others.

He will be greatly missed by all
who knew and worked beside him.
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